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 Report Number: 18136 
 Date: October 10, 2018 

FOR INFORMATION 

TO: The Chair and Members of the Halton District School Board  

FROM: M. Puccetti, Superintendent of Facility Services 
 Stuart Miller, Director of Education 

RE:  Annual Drinking Water Report 2018  

Background: 
The Province of Ontario is responsible for setting the standards and testing criteria for drinking 
water under the Safe Drinking Water Act. Ontario Regulation 243/07 applies to Schools, Private 
Schools and Child Care Centres, and it is intended to protect children under the age of eighteen 
years, who are more vulnerable to the effects of lead. The regulation requires schools to test 
drinking water for lead annually.   

In 2017, the Ontario Ministry of Environment and Climate Change, (now the Ministry of the 
Environment, Conservation and Parks), amended the Regulation; changing the sampling and 
testing requirements from an annual test of a facility’s plumbing system, to testing every fixture 
that is designated for consumption (drinking water) or food preparation, drinking fountains and 
sinks, by October 31, 2019 for Elementary Schools and October 31, 2021 for Secondary Schools. 
Other water locations are designated and sign posted as “hand washing only” (i.e. sinks in 
washrooms, specialty-program classrooms such as Science, Art or Tech Rooms). Testing for lead 
in drinking water is undertaken between May 1 and October 31. 

The Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks (MECP) has generated guidelines specific to 
schools related to drinking water to further provide confidence in the health of local drinking water. 
This information is available at https://www.ontario.ca/page/flushing-and-sampling-lead.  

Both custodial and facilities staff persons have modified monitoring, record-keeping and flushing 
protocols to meet the requirements of these directives. Where adverse lead results (currently lead 
levels above 10 µg/L) are identified, owners must report the results to the Ministry of Environment, 
Conservation & Parks, the Local Health unit and Ministry of Education (for schools and child care 
centres). 

When testing water for lead, two samples are taken at the fixtures that are designated for 
consumption. One is a “standing” sample, which is taken directly from the fixture without having 
run it first. The other is a “flushed” sample that is taken after running the fixture and letting it sit for 
a period of time. In most exceedances, the flushed sample is below the threshold which indicates 
that that the concentration of lead is increasing in drinking water overnight (when the water is 
stagnant), but that flushing the plumbing is an effective way of reducing lead levels to below 10 
µg/L. In schools with a lead exceedance, drinking water fixtures are flushed every morning before 
students arrive at school. This measure is approved by local health unit in Halton Region.  

In 2017-2018, 677 fixtures were tested and a total of 1354 samples were taken from Drinking 
Fountains and Sinks used for consumption or food preparation. A total of five (5) Drinking 
Fountains /Sinks were removed from use.  

As detailed in Table 1, thirty-six (36) schools/campus locations had lead exceedances that were 
above the Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks acceptable levels for lead – for either 
a standing or flushed sample.  

https://www.ontario.ca/page/flushing-and-sampling-lead
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Table 1 

Lead Exceedance 2017-2018 

Abbey Lane John T. Tuck New Central 

Aldershot Joseph Gibbons Park 

Brant Hills Kilbride Robert Baldwin 

Brookdale King's Road Robert Little 

Centennial Maple Grove Rolling Meadows 

Central Maplehurst Ryerson 

E.J. James Martin Street Sheridan 

Eastview McKenzie-Smith Bennett Sunningdale 

Emily Carr Milton HS Tecumseh 

EW Foster MM Robinson HS White Oaks (NORTH) 

Falgarwood Mohawk Gardens White Oaks (SOUTH) 

JM Denyes Montclair WI Dick 

  TOTAL: 36 Schools 

 
Where the standing sample has a lead exceedance above 10 µg/L, and the flushed sample is 
below the MECP threshold, the Regulation requires staff at the school to perform a five-minute 
daily flush of every water line, and a ten-second flush at every fixture before school starts. This 
ensures the standing water condition does not occur. The Head Custodian records this action 
every day in a flushing log book.  

If the flushed sample is above the MECP threshold, the water supply to the fixture is shut off or the 
fixture is “bagged” or covered to remove it from use. The HDSB will ensure safe drinking water is 
available within the school while these individual fixture exceedances are being investigated or 
addressed. The water fixture is not re-activated until a retest confirms that the lead levels are 
within acceptable amounts. If subsequent test results show unacceptable concentration levels, the 
fixture is removed entirely, and the fixture and/or the supply plumbing is replaced and retested, or 
the fixture is designated as hand-washing only. This is done as per direction from the Halton 
Region Health department.  

In the event that there has been an exceedance, flushing will occur daily for a period of two 
years as a precaution. This applies to both standing and flush adverse test results.  

As directed by the Ministry of Education, parents, students and staff, as well as child care 
operators are to be notified when there is a lead exceedance test result. As most of the testing 
occurs during the summer months, the HDSB provided an email template letter for principals to 
distribute to their school communities prior to the start of school. The letter also provided parents 
with links to the Ministry of the Environment’s web page Fact Sheet regarding Safe Drinking Water 
as well as the Boards Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) web page. A separate email 
communication was sent during the summer to child care and summer camp operators. 

The Board through the School Renewal Program undertakes fixture replacements including 
installation of new drinking fountains in schools. It's important to note that all students have access 
to a nearby safe drinking water source. In cases where additional drinking water sources are 
required, the Board through the School Renewal program, can add drinking fountains and/or bottle 
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filling stations. The Board does not install filters for drinking fountains. Managing a program of filter 
replacements would be difficult to monitor given the number of drinking fountains system-wise as 
well as the different types of fountain fixtures. The frequency of filter changes per fixture is 
dependent on the type of filter and the volume of water passing through the filter. In addition, there 
is also the concern that if the filters are not replaced as required, this could result in other health 
issues. The Board’s current protocol of flushing fixtures, water testing and designating “hand wash 
only” fixtures meets all regulatory requirements.   

The “Hand Washing Only” signs are a visual indicator that these fixtures won’t be tested for lead 
and therefore, are not considered ”drinking water sources” for student consumption. Instead, they 
are to be used for hand washing and other classroom purposes only. “Hand Washing Only” 
signage and/or stickers are located next to the designated fixtures in all schools. School 
administrators routinely update the students and staff in their school regarding the designated 
hand-washing fixtures at the start of the school year. 

As per the Regulation Ontario Regulation 243/07, the 2018 Water Testing for Lead Summary 
report (16 pages) for all schools as well as other information regarding safe drinking water can be 
found on the Board’s web site at the following link: 
https://www.hdsb.ca/our-board/Pages/Departments/Facility%20Services/lead-in-water-testing.aspx 

The Board has four schools that are not served by municipal water; Brookville, Kilbride, Limehouse 
and Pineview Elementary Schools. Testing for these schools falls under Regulation 170/03 and 
accordingly, these schools are tested monthly. The test results taken in mid-September at KiIbride 
Public School in Burlington showed results for total Coliform. The MECP issued a Boiled Water 
Advisory and bottled water was provided to the school immediately as well as hand-sanitizers for 
washrooms/sinks. Water samples were re-tested one week later and showed that total Coliforms 
were found to be 0 mg/l, which is required by Ontario Regulation 170/03. A Notice of Resolution 
was issued and the Boil Water Advisory was lifted by the Halton Region Health Department. 
Testing will continue monthly to confirm safety of the water and to monitor effective operation of 
the school’s water treatment (UV) system throughout the school year, as required by the MECP. 
The water treatment (UV) system kills micro-biological contaminants (coliform and E-coli). 

Respectfully submitted, 

M. Puccetti  
Superintendent, Facility Services 

Stuart Miller 
Director of Education 

https://www.hdsb.ca/our-board/Pages/Departments/Facility%20Services/lead-in-water-testing.aspx

