
 

April 1, 2020 
 
Dear HDSB students,  
 
I hope you are doing well during these challenging times. As you may be aware, the Government 
of Ontario has announced that schools will be closed until May 4. This extension is based on the 
advice of the Chief Medical Officer of Health and will be re-evaluated based on public health 
advice closer to the date.  As a result of this extension, the HDSB made the difficult decision to 
cancel all student events for the remainder of the school year. I am writing to you today to 
explain why that decision was made.  
 
The decision to cancel Grade 12 proms and commencements, Grade 8 graduations, 
athletics, extracurriculars and field trips was not an easy one to make. The HDSB recognizes 
that school events provide invaluable memories and act as meaningful milestones of your time 
in elementary and secondary school. We truly apologize for this disheartening choice, but we 
hope you can understand why it was a necessary one to make.  
 
The COVID-19 pandemic is an ongoing public health crisis that continues to evolve quickly. We 
must all do our part to slow the spread of the virus. This includes ‘physical distancing’, which 
means avoiding large group gatherings, and looking out for one another from a distance. If 
school is to resume in the coming weeks, there will still be a need to limit large gatherings, 
meaning events like these will not be possible.  
 
In coming to this decision to cancel and postpone these events now, rather than waiting, we had 
to also consider the following:  

1. Large events require a great deal of planning by staff, principals, parents, and students 
who cannot meet in person. Although online planning was something we considered, it is 
very likely these events would have been eventually cancelled anyway. We thought it 
would be best to avoid false hope and communicate this decision with you as soon as 
possible.   

2. Deposits for prom/graduation attire, commencement locations, meal costs and 
transportation fees are usually required around this time. These generally cannot wait 
and are non-refundable.  

 



 

At this time, we are not sure if it will be possible to reschedule these events for Fall 2020. That 
decision will be made in the months ahead in consultation with public health authorities. As 
information becomes available, we will communicate about the possibility of rescheduling these 
events.   
 
If you have any questions, please email contact@hdsb.ca and check the FAQs page on the HDSB 
website.  
 
Again, thank you all for your understanding and cooperation during these difficult times. From 
all of us at the Halton District School Board, please stay safe.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Stuart Miller 
Director of Education, HDSB 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.hdsb.ca/students/Pages/Health%20and%20Well-Being/COVID-19/FAQs-Ontario-School-Closures.aspx

